
Phase 5 Phonics Word Lists 
These words use the alternate spellings for the phonemes (letter sounds) children previously 

learned in phase 3. There is often a spelling rule to help remember which spelling of the phoneme is 

most likely, however there are also exceptions to the rules! Examples of these are shown in blue. 

ay words 
day 

May 

play 

clay 

stay 

tray 

spray 

birthday 

crayon 

always 
 

(‘ai’ usually in the 

middle of a word, ‘ay’ 

usually at the end) 

ea words 
leaf 

beak 

treat 

clean 

beans 

dream 

 
(‘ea’ can also make a 

short ‘e’ sound ↓) 

head 

bread 

spread 

feather 

ie words 
tie 

lie 

die 

pie 

cried 

tried 

fried 

dries 

spies 

quiet 
 

(‘igh’ usually in the 

middle of a word, ‘ie’ 

usually at the end) 

oe words 
toe 

foe 

woe 

hoe 

doe 

goes 

heroes 

dominoes 

potatoes 

tomatoes 
 

(‘oa’ usually in the 

middle of a word, ‘oe’ 

usually at the end) 

ue words (oo) 
glue 

blue 

true 

clue 

tissue 

blueberry 

 

 
(‘oo’ usually in the 

middle of a word, ‘ue’ 

usually at the end) 

ue words (you) 
duel 

cruel 

argue 

queue 

statue 

rescue 

value 

avenue 

continue 

barbeque 

ou words 
loud 

cloud 

mouth 

found 

count 

about 

bounce 
 

(‘ou’ can also make an 

‘oo’ sound ↓) 

soup 

group 

oy words 
toy 

boy 

joy 

annoy 

enjoy 

destroy 

oyster 

loyal 
 

(‘oi’ usually in the 

middle of a word, ‘oy’ 

usually at the end) 

ir words 
girl 

bird 

stir 

first 

thirsty 

skirt 

shirt 

thirty 

birthday 

circle 

aw words 
claw 

fawn 

dawn 

yawn 

hawk 

draw 

prawn 

crawl 

squawk 

awful 

wh words 
white 

wheel 

wheat 

whale 

whisk 

which 

whistle 

whisper 

whiskers 

narwhal 

ph words 
phonics 

graph 

phone 

dolphin 

trophy 

alphabet 

elephant 

photograph 

sphere 

amphibian 



Continued… 
ew words (oo) 

new 

blew 

knew 

flew 

chew 

screw 

grew 

brew 

view 
 

(‘oo’ usually in the 

middle of a word, ‘ew’ 

usually at the end) 

ew words  (you) 
few 

dew 

stew 

nephew 

 

au words 
launch 

author 

jaunty 

audio 

haunted 

Autumn 

August 

exhaust 

astronaut 

sauce 

pause 

ow words 
grow 

snow 

crow 

glow 

bowl 

show 

follow 

window 

rainbow 
 

(ow can make the 

sound ‘ou’ in cow and 

the sound ‘oa’ in blow) 

ey words 
keys 

money 

honey 

valley 

donkey 

monkey 

turkey 

journey 

chimney 

y words 
cry 

fly 

sky 

dry 
 

(y can make the sound 

‘ee’ in happy, the 

sound ‘igh’ in fly or the 

sound ‘i’ in gym ↓) 

crystal 

pyramid 

cylinder 

bicycle 

a_e words 
game 

came 

place 

grape 

space 

chase 

shape 

taste 

flame 

behave 

 

e_e words 
eve 

these 

theme 

delete 

extreme 

evening 

concrete 

complete 

 

i_e words 
like 

kite 

five 

bike 

ride 

pipe 

mice 

time 

spine 

prize 

smile 

inside 

o_e words 
cone 

bone 

note 

mole 

nose 

roses 

stone 

globe 

alone 

throne 

envelope 

telephone 

u_e words 
rule 

June 

rude 

flute 
 

(‘u_e can make the 

sound ‘oo’ and the 

sound ‘you’ ↓) 
 

cube 

tube 

cute 

costume 

perfume 

Phase 5 Tricky 

Words 
Oh 

their 

people 

Mr 

Mrs 

looked 

called 

asked 

could 

should 

would 
 


