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Atlases are usually split into sections to make it easier
to find the information you are looking for. They
may contain:

contents As in other books, a contents page lists
page each section in page order.

Some atlases may contain a world
world section with global information, such
section as population, biomes, time zones and

world flags.
continents | Some atlases may split their maps into
sections continents.
country Some atlases may split their maps
sections by country.

subregional

Some atlases may split their maps into

sections subregions, such as counties or states.
If you can’t find the map you're
looking for based on the sections in the
contents page, you can look for the

index name of the place you're trying to find

in the index. The index will give you
page numbers for each map that place
can be found on.

A contents page will usually show
the sections of an atlas split into
continents. If you wanted to find
Brazil, you would need to find the
section for South America, as that's
the continent Brazil is in. You can
then find the page numbers to find
roughly where a map of Brazil
might be included in the atlas.

South America
Brazil and South America

4

50-51
5253

Navigating an Atlas from the fndlez Pages

The index pages are more detailed
than the contents page. Locations
are ordered alphabetically so, to
find Brazil from the index pages,
you would need to look under ‘B’,
as you would in a dictionary.

Once you find Brazil, there will be
a page number and a grid reference
to help you find exactly where
Brazil is in the atlas.
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What you

This shows you which symbols are used on the maps 0 200 400 600_800 100 —
and what they mean.

A compass might be included on a map to show

compass
P which way is north.

compass

These are numbers and letters along the map’s
edges which help you to find the section of the
map that you need. When you're looking for the
correct section on the map, use the phrase ‘along
the corridor and up the stairs’ to help you.

can also be called coordinates.

longitude

A may be included to help you to work out
distances between locations on a map by scaling
up the measurement.

This is shown by horizontal lines to represent how 3 Key to Symbols
" . I " B capital city
far north or south of the equator a location is. J ne 0 v sigronn

— Country baundary

Road

This is shown by vertical lines to represent how e e Railuay

Airport

longitude | far east or west of the Greenwich meridian a
location is.

Atlases may contain a small map highlighting
the page’s map as part of a larger area, such as
showing where on a world map you would find
a specific country.
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